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How to Organize “Lurking Down the Bunny Trail”

Thanks for purchasing this special springtime murder mystery. You and your guests will enjoy

the challenge of solving a crime that will test everyone’s powers of deduction. Here is what you

should do to coordinate your murder mystery event.

STEP 1:  Review the materials in this mystery packet. But ... please do it in a very specific

way. Remember - you have ALL of the information, including the solution to the mystery. If

you decide to participate in the mystery as a role player or an investigator, you’ll want to keep

yourself in the dark about WHO DONE IT.

All page numbers in this packet are in the upper left-hand corner of the pages as you look at

them vertically. That way you can run off the material without having the page numbers

interfere with the format. The entire packet includes:

• Instructions on how to organize the event. They’re on pages 2 through 5. (You’re reading

them right now.)

• Instructions for the person who will facilitate the event. Information for the person who

will take charge of the murder investigation is on page 6. You may want to give this person

the title of Chief of Police. If only 6 people are invited to the event, you’ll need to assign

this responsibility to one of the role players.

• Role Player Information. These pages serve as a “cover letter” for the information you’ll

send to the six individuals who will be in character as the suspects. Run off six copies of

pages 7 and 8 back to back. You may want to use better quality stationery for this letter.

• The Roles. Pages 9 through 20 contain the information you’ll send with the cover letters.

Each role is designed as a two-sided three-fold document. Again, run off this information

back to back. Each role player gets only the information that applies to the role that he or

she is playing. Your role players should know ONLY what’s in their individual packets.

• The Invitation to the Event. The invitation on page 21 will be sent to each guest. It is

designed to be run off as a two-fold. Or, if you decide to use heavier stock, the left side of

the page can be run off back-to-back with the right side of the page.

• Police Chief’s Letter. The letter on page 22 will be given to each guest by the facilitator

upon arrival. Run off enough copies so that each person receives one.

• Clues about the Crime. You’ll find 16 clues about the mystery on pages 23 and 24. Cut

them out. Since each guest receives a clue, you can invite up to 16 investigators, or if you

double up on the clues, as many as 32 people can investigate the crime.

• The newspaper account of the death of Barney Benson. Everyone will receive a copy of

The Hoppy Times on pages 25 and 26. Run the pages off back to back.

• The Answer Sheet. Run off one answer sheet on page 27 for each investigative team.

• The Denouement. This is the solution to the crime. Run off pages 28 through 32. The

facilitator will read these pages at the end of the evening.

STEP 2: Plan your event. Pick a date on which to conduct the murder mystery event. The

investigation takes place on the afternoon or evening of the day that Barney Benson died

near the city of “Hoplando.” Lurking Down the Bunny Trail will take two to two-and-a-half

hours to solve using the recommended format. A buffet meal is recommended.
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STEP 3: Select your role players. Review the scenario and the brief descriptions of the

suspects on page 7. Select guests who would fit into these roles. Send the role players their

information and a copy of The Hoppy Times (pages 25 and 26) approximately 7 to 10 days

before the mystery event. The role players should bring the information with them and use it as

a reference when they are questioned by the investigators.

If you have only 6 guests, the role players will also be the investigators. This means you will

send the invitations with the roles so that all of the information arrives at the same time.

STEP 4: Invite your guests.  In advance of the event, send invitations to the event to the

guests who will not be role players .

STEP 5: Select a person to facilitate the investigation. The facilitator should read the

Instructions on page 6, and review the information in the packet to keep the event moving so

that the investigation is conducted effectively.

Here’s what to do at the mystery event.
STEP 6: The facilitator (Chief of Police) greets the guests. He or she gives each guest who

is investigating the crime a Chief of Police Letter with a Clue attached and The Hoppy Times

inserted. (You may want to put them in envelopes marked “Official Information from the

Chief of Police.”)

If you have only 6 people at the event, and the role players are also investigating the crime,

everyone receives a letter. If your event separates the role players from the investigators, then

role players DO NOT receive letters. Tell the investigators they can share clues with each other

at any time during the evening.

STEP 7: Conduct the Investigation. The facilitator asks everyone to sit down as the suspects

give their accounts of events. Ensure that it is staged in this way:

• Remind everyone that you are in the city of Hoplando. Barney Benson died as he was

flipping the switch to turn on the feeding machine in the rabbit hutch. Police believe that

one of the six suspects committed the crime. They’ve been asked to share what they recall

with everybody.

• The six role players speak in the order indicated on page 6. They stand and read the

sections headlined, “Say this when asked to speak.”

STEP 8: The investigation starts. The facilitator (with only 6 people, this will be one of the

suspects) briefly reviews what happened, including such facts as:

• Barney Benson has owned and operated Benson’s Big Beautiful Bunny Boutique for the

last 20 years. It’s now the premier rabbit breeder in the Hoplando area.

• He died when the letter “B” from the sign on his new bunny hutch dislodged and hit him in

the head.

• Only one person committed the murder.

• MOTIVE, MEANS and OPPORTUNITY must be considered to solve the case.
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STEP 9: Form investigative teams. Have the guests who are investigating the murder form

three-to-five-person investigative teams. Team members will work together to solve the case.

If only 6 people are at the event, you may (at your discretion) form two-person teams who will

work together to solve the case.

STEP 10: Break for dinner or refreshments.  The teams may trade clues to obtain as much

information as possible while they are eating, but they cannot question the suspects yet.

If only 6 people are involved, distribute the remainder of the 16 clues at regular intervals during

the meal until all clues have been used.

STEP 11: Continue the investigation. At the end of the meal, tell the teams that it is time to

start the investigation again. Each team should find an area to use as an interrogation room.

If only 6 people are present, everyone stays together and role players are questioned.

STEP 12: Coordinate the questioning. Have one role player rotate to each interrogation room

at seven-minute intervals. If you have fewer than six teams, work out a rotation that gives role

players breaks between some of the rounds of questioning. The investigators may ask the

suspects ANYTHING.

The suspects should use the information provided in the Role Player Information to answer the

questions. Suspects should not withhold any bits of information, but they should not offer

information unless the investigators specifically ask for it. Good investigators must ask the right

questions to get the correct information.

• After the third round of questioning, announce that the special wrench provided by

Siggy’s Significant Signs for installing the big new boutique sign has been found on the roof

of the bunny hutch. It had no fingerprints on it.

STEP 13: Conduct open questioning. Place the suspects in different parts of the facility. For a

7-minute period, investigators from any team may go to the suspects and ask final questions.

WARNING: Some investigators will try to pull the suspects back to their teams. Don’t permit

this. Several different teams may question a suspect at the same time.

With only 6 people, anyone can ask any other role player anything.

STEP 14: Distribute Answer Sheets. Give teams 10 to 12 minutes to write out their solutions

by answering the questions on the Answer Sheet.

STEP 15 Teams give their solutions. The facilitator asks the questions on the Answer Sheet to

each team, one at a time. The teams read the answers exactly as they were written on the

Answer Sheet. NOTE: Often, a team will want to change its mind after hearing the answers

from another team. Don’t let this happen.
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If you have only 6 people, each role player (or two-person team of role players) gives an

individual solution to the case.

STEP 16: Read “The Denouement.” The facilitator opens the envelope in which “The

Denouement” was placed. The facilitator reads it aloud to the guests. This will take 6 to 8

minutes.

STEP 17: Award prizes. You may want to award prizes to the investigative team that did the

best job of solving the crime. Let your creativity run wild in selecting the prizes.

Special role player information …
(The facilitator may want to review these with the suspects prior to the start of the mystery.)

• Because this mystery is crafted with intertwining facts, the role players are provided with an

abundance of information that may or may not be used during the investigation. Since the

suspects will undergo interrogation by the investigative teams, the extensive number of

personal facts will enable them to answer most questions that are asked. If role players are

asked questions not specifically addressed in this information, the role players should

answer in character based upon the other facts available to them.

• Role players MUST read their comments exactly as they are written. THIS IS

IMPORTANT. It enables the investigation to begin with the correct data.

• The only relationships that the suspects know about are those written into the roles. If asked

by investigators about relationships that are not mentioned in the roles, the suspects should

say, “No, we’re not related.”

• All of the suspects are telling the truth with the exception of the murderer whose

recollections and responses will contain lies – this is intentional and part of the murder

investigation.

• Since a good investigator must ask good questions, suspects must only offer information

that is asked for by the investigators. They should NOT offer information that has not been

directly requested.

The murderer DOES NOT know he or she committed the crime. This means the suspects don’t

have to be good liars. The solution is contained in “The Denouement.”

Have a Hopping Good Time!
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Instructions for the person who will facilitate the event

If you are a role player, then you already have a formal part in the investigation. Your role as

facilitator means you will have to stay in character while ensuring that the investigation is

conducted effectively.

If you are not one of the six role players, you may want to create your own character and

come in costume. You could be, for example, The Chief Inspector, or Lawrence Law, the Chief

of Police who signed the letter on page 22. To facilitate the mystery event, do the following:

1. Review all of the information in this packet so that you are familiar with the mystery.

REMEMBER: If you are attempting to solve the crime, do NOT read “The Denouement”

in advance. It contains the solution to the case.

2. As the guests arrive, hand each of them a copy of the letter, along with a clue and a copy

of The Hoppy Times. Tell them to talk with as many people as they can to acquire information

about the crime.

3. The suspects have been told to arrive 15 minutes early. When they do, take them aside

and review the Special role player information on page 5. Answer any questions they may have.

4. Have the role players portraying the suspects read their recollections in this order:

• Bernie Benson

• Willa Bildit

• Ray Betz

• Paul Dizzy

• Helene Hopper

• Cara Ott

4. Keep the event moving by following the instructions on pages 2 through 5. Make sure

everything happens at the right time.

5. If you are not one of the role players, after you read “The Denouement,” lead the

guilty party away to jail. If you want to, you can use toy handcuffs to make the arrest. If you

want to stage the arrest in this way, let the suspects know you will do this.

6. Take a bow for a job well done!
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a
n

 b
y

 M
itjitsu

C
o

rp
o

ra
tio

n
. It w

as th
e o

n
ly

 o
n
e o

f its k
in

d
 in

 th
e w

o
rld

.

Y
esterd

ay
, P

a
u

l D
izzy

 m
et w

ith
 y

o
u

 a
n

d
 B

a
rn

ey
 ab

o
u
t

4
:1

5
p

m
. H

e m
ad

e o
n
e m

o
re o

ffer to
 b

u
y
 th

e lan
d

. Y
o

u

th
o

u
g
h
t th

at th
e o

ffer w
as ex

trem
ely

 g
en

ero
u
s an

d
 w

an
ted

to
 sell. B

arn
ey

 refu
ses. D

izzy
 left ab

o
u
t 5

p
m

.

L
ast n

ig
h
t, y

o
u
 h

ad
 a d

ate w
ith

 H
elen

e. Y
o

u
 p

ick
ed

 h
er u

p

ab
o

u
t 7

:3
0

p
m

, th
en

 realized
 y

o
u
’d

 left y
o

u
r w

allet at

h
o

m
e. Y

o
u
 d

ro
v
e to

 th
e h

o
u
se. H

elen
e w

a
ited

 in
 th

e ca
r

w
h

ile y
o

u
 w

en
t in

sid
e. Y

o
u
 w

ere g
o

n
e fo

r ab
o

u
t 2

0

m
in

u
tes b

ecau
se B

arn
ey

 w
an

ted
 to

 talk
 w

ith
 y

o
u
 ab

o
u
t th

e

o
ffer. Y

o
u
 d

id
n
’t tell h

im
 H

elen
e w

as in
 th

e car. H
elen

e

said
 th

at w
h
ile y

o
u
 w

ere g
o

n
e so

m
eo

n
e w

ith
 o

ran
g
e h

air

h
ad

 tried
 to

 o
p

en
 th

e co
n
tro

l p
an

el o
n
 th

e h
u
tch

.

W
h
en

 cu
sto

m
ers w

o
u
ld

 co
m

e to
 th

e b
o

u
tiq

u
e, y

o
u

 o
r

B
a

rn
ey

 w
o

u
ld

 ta
k

e th
em

 in
sid

e th
e h

u
tch

 to
 h

elp
 th

em

p
ick

 o
u

t a
 b

u
n

n
y

 to
 b

u
y

.

T
h
e lig

h
ts o

n
 th

e b
u
n
n
y
 h

u
tch

 sig
n
 are co

n
tro

lled
 b

y

p
h

o
to

electric cells. T
h
ey

 g
o

 o
n
 an

d
 o

ff au
to

m
atically

.

1



8
S

in
ce y

o
u
 d

id
n
’t h

av
e eith

er th
e m

o
n
ey

 o
r th

e

b
u
sin

ess acu
m

en
 o

f y
o

u
r b

ro
th

er, y
o

u
r b

u
n
n
ies w

ere

n
ev

er ab
le to

 co
m

p
ete w

ith
 th

o
se b

red
 b

y
 B

arn
ey

. It

so
o

n
 b

ecam
e ap

p
aren

t th
at y

o
u
’d

 fail.

T
w

o
 y

ears ag
o

, y
o

u
r cash

 flo
w

 w
as all o

u
tw

ard

b
o

u
n
d

, so
 y

o
u
 sw

allo
w

ed
 y

o
u
r p

rid
e an

d
 ask

ed

B
arn

ey
 to

 h
elp

 y
o

u
 o

u
t. H

e to
u

red
 y

o
u

r o
p

era
tio

n

a
n

d
 la

u
g

h
ed

. H
e to

ld
 y

o
u

 th
a

t th
e b

est th
in

g
 y

o
u

co
u

ld
 d

o
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e to
 sell o

u
t to

 a
 stra

n
g

er.

H
e w

as, h
e said

, in
 a g

en
ero

u
s m

o
o

d
 h

o
w

ev
er, an

d

h
e w

o
u
ld

 b
e w

illin
g
 to

 b
rin

g
 y

o
u
 in

 to
 h

is o
p

eratio
n
.

S
in

ce y
o

u
r p

aren
ts w

ere n
o

w
 d

eceased
 an

d
 B

arn
ey

h
ad

 n
ev

er m
arried

, m
ay

b
e (y

o
u
 reck

o
n
ed

) h
e w

as

d
ev

elo
p

in
g
 so

m
e so

rt o
f filial affectio

n
 at th

is stag
e

o
f h

is life.

S
o

, y
o

u
 so

ld
 y

o
u

r fa
rm

 la
st y

ea
r a

n
d

 jo
in

ed

B
a

rn
ey

. R
ath

er th
an

 g
iv

e y
o

u
 a b

ig
 salary

, h
e m

ad
e

y
o

u
 a p

art o
w

n
er. Y

o
u

 b
eca

m
e a

 1
0

-p
ercen

t

p
a

rtn
er to

 m
a

k
e u

p
 fo

r th
e fa

ct th
a

t h
e p

a
id

 y
o

u

a
 m

ere p
itta

n
ce o

f w
h

a
t y

o
u

 felt y
o

u
 w

ere w
o

rth
.

T
h
at’s w

h
en

 y
o

u
 m

et R
a

y
 B

etz, th
e p

erso
n
 w

h
o

w
as k

n
o

w
n
 as “T

h
e B

ig
 B

u
n
n
y
” at th

e B
o

u
tiq

u
e.

R
ay

 d
ressed

 u
p

 in
 a rab

b
it co

stu
m

e an
d

 g
reeted

b
o

th
 v

isito
rs an

d
 cu

sto
m

ers. Y
o

u
 fo

u
n
d

 o
u
t th

at h
e

h
ad

 b
een

 a p
ro

fessio
n
al en

tertain
er an

d
 co

u
ld

 ju
g
g
le

an
d

 d
o

 m
ag

ic trick
s. T

h
e co

stu
m

e h
a

d
 tw

o
 la

rg
e

p
o

ck
ets in

 th
e fro

n
t in

 w
h

ich
 R

a
y

 sto
red

ch
o

co
la

te to
 g

iv
e to

 k
id

s, a
lo

n
g

 w
ith

 th
e p

ro
p

s h
e

n
eed

ed
 fo

r h
is ju

g
g

lin
g

 a
n

d
 m

a
g

ic.

Y
o

u
 m

o
v
ed

 in
to

 B
arn

ey
’s h

o
u
se an

d
 still liv

e th
ere.

O
f co

u
rse, th

at m
ean

t y
o

u
 w

ere n
ex

t d
o

o
r to

 th
e

v
eg

etab
le farm

 th
at C

arl O
tt h

ad
 in

h
erited

. T
h
at’s

w
h
en

 y
o

u
 m

ad
e a p

lan
 to

 tak
e a little rev

en
g
e o

n

h
im

. A
n
d

 (in
 a sm

all w
ay

) it w
o

u
ld

 also
 allev

iate

so
m

e o
f th

e jealo
u
sy

 y
o

u
 still felt to

w
ard

 y
o

u
r

b
ro

th
er.

B
arn

ey
 w

as m
eticu

lo
u
s ab

o
u
t h

is rab
b

it h
u
tch

 - it

w
as alw

ay
s safe an

d
 secu

re. Y
o

u
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 sn

ea
k

in
 w

h
en

 B
a

rn
ey

 w
a

sn
’t a

ro
u

n
d

, ta
k

e so
m

e o
f th

e

ra
b

b
its o

u
t o

f th
e fa

cility
 a

n
d

 relea
se th

em
 o

n

C
a

ra
’s la

n
d

. Y
o

u
 ch

u
ck

led
 to

 y
o

u
rself w

h
en

 y
o

u
 th

o
u
g
h
t

ab
o

u
t th

e B
en

so
n
 b

u
n
n
ies m

u
n
ch

in
g
 o

n
 C

ara O
tt’s

carro
ts.

Y
o

u
’v

e b
een

 d
o

in
g

 th
is sin

ce y
o

u
 jo

in
ed

 y
o

u
r b

ro
th

er.

A
s a resu

lt, th
e O

tt farm
 h

as a b
u
ry

 (th
at’s a g

ro
u
p

in
g
 o

f

rab
b

its) w
h
ich

 h
as b

een
 d

ev
astatin

g
 C

ara’s p
ro

d
u
ce. S

h
e

n
o

ticed
 th

is an
d

 b
eg

an
 co

n
fro

n
tin

g
 B

arn
ey

 ab
o

u
t th

e

p
ro

b
lem

. S
h
e accu

sed
 B

arn
ey

 o
f b

ein
g
 u

n
p

ro
fessio

n
al -

an
 accu

satio
n
 th

at m
ad

e B
arn

ey
 b

ristle. Y
o

u
 o

b
serv

ed

th
ese co

n
fro

n
tatio

n
s an

d
 sm

iled
 to

 y
o

u
rself.

In
 th

e m
ean

tim
e, h

o
w

ev
er, y

o
u

 h
a

v
e ta

k
en

 a
n

 in
terest

in
 a

n
o

th
er p

erso
n

. H
elen

e H
o

p
p

er, o
w

n
er o

f H
o

p
p

er’s

P
erfect P

et S
to

re, is o
n
e o

f th
e b

o
u
tiq

u
e’s cu

sto
m

ers.

W
h
en

 y
o

u
 jo

in
ed

 B
arn

ey
, h

e to
ld

 y
o

u
 to

 d
eliv

er a n
ew

b
atch

 o
f b

u
n
n
ies to

 th
e sto

re. Y
o

u
 d

id
 an

d
 w

ere attracted

to
 H

o
p

p
er im

m
ed

iately
. Y

o
u
’v

e b
een

 seein
g
 o

n
e o

th
er

so
cially

 b
eh

in
d

 B
arn

ey
’s b

ack
.

S
h
e to

ld
 y

o
u
 th

at, fiv
e y

ears b
efo

re, sh
e’d

 co
n

tra
cted

w
ith

 y
o

u
r b

ro
th

er, m
a

k
in

g
 h

im
 th

e ex
clu

siv
e p

ro
v

id
er

o
f ra

b
b

its fo
r h

er sto
re. S

h
e’d

 sin
ce fo

u
n
d

 an
o

th
er

su
p

p
lier an

d
 felt trap

p
ed

. S
h
e ask

ed
 y

o
u
 if y

o
u
 co

u
ld

 d
o

an
y
th

in
g
 to

 can
cel th

e ag
reem

en
t th

at ran
 fiv

e m
o

re y
ears.

A
n
d

, th
is y

ear th
e b

o
u
tiq

u
e h

as b
eco

m
e ev

en
 m

o
re o

f an

attractio
n
. L

a
st su

m
m

er, B
a

rn
ey

 co
m

p
leted

 th
e d

esig
n

o
f a

 n
ew

 sta
te-o

f-th
e-a

rt b
u

n
n

y
 h

u
tch

 to
 m

a
k

e

B
en

so
n

’s th
e p

rem
ier b

reed
er in

 th
e in

d
u

stry
. T

h
e

b
u
ild

in
g
 ev

en
 in

co
rp

o
rated

 an
 au

to
m

atic feed
er an

d

m
o

d
ern

 en
v
iro

n
m

en
tal co

n
tro

ls. In
 th

e p
ast, B

arn
ey

 h
ad

em
p

lo
y
ed

 sev
eral p

art-tim
e p

eo
p

le to
 h

elp
 o

u
t at th

e

b
o

u
tiq

u
e. T

h
e n

ew
 b

u
ild

in
g
 m

ean
t th

at y
o

u
 an

d
 h

e w
o

u
ld

b
e ab

le to
 ru

n
 th

e en
tire o

p
eratio

n
 b

y
 y

o
u
rselv

es.

A
fter lo

o
k
in

g
 at a few

 co
n
tracto

rs, B
arn

ey
 h

ired
 B

ild
it

G
o

o
d

 C
o

n
stru

ctio
n
 to

 co
m

p
lete th

e jo
b

. T
h
e co

m
p

an
y
’s

o
w

n
er, W

illa
 B

ild
it, sp

en
t a

 lo
t o

f tim
e w

ith
 B

a
rn

ey
,

b
u

t B
a

rn
ey

 n
ev

er seem
ed

 to
 b

e sa
tisfied

 w
ith

 th
e w

a
y

B
ild

it w
a

s b
u

ild
in

g
 it. B

arn
ey

 k
ep

t “m
ak

in
g

im
p

ro
v
em

en
ts” an

d
 B

ild
it b

ecam
e v

ery
 fru

strated
.

T
h
e b

u
ild

in
g
 w

as co
m

p
leted

 fiv
e m

o
n
th

s ag
o

, b
u
t all is

n
o

t w
ell. T

h
e n

ew
 a

u
to

m
a

ted
 feed

in
g

 sy
stem

 h
a

s

p
ro

b
lem

s. B
ild

it say
s th

at sh
e in

stalled
 it acco

rd
in

g
 to

th
e sp

ecs, b
u
t ev

ery
 tim

e th
e feed

er is sw
itch

ed
 o

n
, th

e

en
tire b

u
ild

in
g
 sh

ak
es. B

ild
it b

lam
es B

arn
ey

 fo
r th

e

p
ro

b
lem

s. B
arn

ey
 b

lam
es B

ild
it. B

a
rn

ey
 th

rea
ten

ed

to
 su

e B
ild

it if h
e co

u
ld

n
’t g

et it rig
h

t. T
h

e

co
n

tro
ls a

re lo
ca

ted
 o

n
 th

e o
u

tsid
e o

f th
e b

u
ild

in
g

n
ex

t to
 th

e fro
n

t d
o

o
r.

A
lso

 ab
o

u
t fiv

e m
o

n
th

s ag
o

, a lim
o

 p
u
lled

 in
to

 th
e

b
o

u
tiq

u
e’s p

ark
in

g
 lo

t. Y
o

u
 w

atch
ed

 as a m
an

 g
o

t

o
u
t an

d
 b

eg
an

 talk
in

g
 to

 T
h
e B

ig
 B

u
n
n
y
. R

ay
 B

etz

acted
 as if h

e k
n
ew

 w
h
o

 th
e m

an
 w

as, b
u
t th

e m
an

acted
 as if h

e’d
 n

ev
er seen

 R
ay

 b
efo

re. A
 few

m
in

u
tes later, th

e m
an

 w
as in

 th
e h

o
u
se w

ith
 B

arn
ey

.

Y
o

u
 w

en
t to

 th
e h

o
u
se an

d
 jo

in
ed

 th
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
.

T
h
at’s h

o
w

 y
o

u
 fo

u
n
d

 o
u
t th

at th
e m

an
 w

as P
a

u
l

D
izzy

, w
h

o
se b

u
sin

ess em
p

ire ca
tered

 to
 ch

ild
ren

.

H
e h

a
d

 sta
rted

 o
ff a

s a
 ca

rto
o

n
ist a

n
d

 b
u

ilt a
n

en
terta

in
m

en
t em

p
ire a

ro
u

n
d

 h
is m

o
st fa

m
o

u
s

ch
a

ra
cter, R

ick
ey

 R
a

b
b

it. Y
o

u
 rem

em
b

er th
at a

g
ro

u
p

 o
f k

id
s called

 th
e R

ab
b

iteers u
sed

 to
 b

e o
n
 T

V

as T
h
e R

ick
ey

 R
ab

b
it C

lu
b

. T
h
ey

’d
 sin

g
 an

d
 d

an
ce,

ap
p

ealin
g
 to

 a p
reteen

 an
d

 teen
 au

d
ien

ce.

D
izzy

’s am
u
sem

en
t p

ark
, D

izzy
 L

an
d

, w
as fam

o
u
s

w
o

rld
w

id
e an

d
, h

e said
, h

e w
as read

y
 to

 b
u
ild

 a h
u
g
e

en
tertain

m
en

t co
m

p
lex

 to
 b

e k
n
o

w
n
 as D

izzy
 W

o
rld

.

T
h

e b
o

u
tiq

u
e w

a
s a

t th
e cen

ter o
f th

e la
n

d
 h

e

n
eed

ed
 to

 a
cq

u
ire fo

r th
e co

m
p

lex
. H

e o
ffered

B
a

rn
ey

 a
 su

b
sta

n
tia

l a
m

o
u

n
t o

f m
o

n
ey

 to
 sell th

e

b
o

u
tiq

u
e.

S
in

ce y
o

u
 are a m

in
o

rity
 o

w
n
er, B

arn
ey

 h
ad

 th
e fin

al

say
 in

 w
h
eth

er o
r n

o
t to

 sell - an
d

 h
e g

av
e a lo

u
d

“n
o

” to
 th

e o
ffer. B

arn
ey

 lik
ed

 h
is lo

catio
n
, h

e said
,

an
d

 h
e’d

 sp
en

t m
an

y
 y

ears b
u
ild

in
g
 h

is o
p

eratio
n
.

Y
o

u
 w

ere irritated
. Y

o
u
r 1

0
-p

ercen
t sh

are co
u
ld

h
av

e b
een

 w
o

rth
 a lo

t o
f m

o
n
ey

. A
n

d
, sin

ce B
a

rn
ey

h
a

d
 n

ev
er m

a
rried

, y
o

u
 a

ssu
m

ed
 y

o
u

’d
 b

e h
is

o
n

ly
 h

eir. H
is refu

sa
l to

 sell co
u

ld
 co

st y
o

u

m
illio

n
s o

f d
o

lla
rs. T

h
e n

ex
t d

ay
, D

izzy
 w

as

in
terv

iew
ed

 fo
r th

e lo
cal n

ew
sp

ap
er, T

h
e
 H

o
p

p
y

T
im

e
s. N

o
w

 th
e p

u
b

lic k
n
o

w
s th

e d
etails ab

o
u
t D

izzy

W
o

rld
. A

p
p

aren
tly

, C
a

ra
 O

tt w
a

s a
lso

 h
o

ld
in

g
 o

u
t.

S
h
e h

ad
 to

ld
 D

izzy
 th

at sh
e h

ad
 a sen

tim
en

tal

attach
m

en
t to

 h
is v

eg
etab

le farm
. It’s b

een
 in

 th
e

fam
ily

 fo
r 1

0
0

 y
ears.

2
3

4
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Your Clue #1

The manufacturer of the boutique’s new sign,

Siggy’s Significant Signs, is one of the best sign

makers in the area. The business is owned by

Helene Hopper’s brother, Siggy Hopper.

Your Clue #2

You were watching an old rerun of The Rickey

Rabbit Club on TV late last night and noticed

that one of the Rabbiteers, Ray, resembled the

person who portrays “The Bug Bunny” at

Benson’s Big Beautiful Bunny Boutique.

Your Clue #3

Former high school classmates of Bernie

Benson tell you that he tried to hang around with

Cara Ott when they were in school together. Ott

laughed at him behind his back.

Your Clue #4

Dizzy World, Paul Dizzy’s proposed new

amusement complex, has been on the drawing

boards for the last five years. If he can’t acquire

all of the land he needs in Hoplando, it could

take years to redo the plans.

Your Clue #5

You were at the bunny boutique last week and

really enjoyed “Big Bunny” Ray Betz’s juggling

and magic act. He keeps his props in two large

pockets on the front of his costume, along with

chocolate and candy for the kids in the crowd.

Your Clue #6

Court records indicate that, ten year ago, Cara

Ott and Barney Benson had a property dispute.

Benson won and a five-acre pond that Ott

thought was his turned out to belong to Benson.

Your Clue #7

Many people in the Hoplando area have

complained about the new sign at Benson’s

boutique. It lights up the night sky and can be see

miles away.

Your Clue #8

Bernie Benson and Helene Hopper have been

seeing each other socially. You’re sure than

Barney Benson was never informed of this

because Barney and Helene haven’t spoken for

over a year.
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Hoplando - Barney Benson, owner of

Benson’s Big Beautiful Bunny Boutique,

the area’s premier breeder of rabbits,

died early this morning, the apparent vic-

tim of a tragic construction accident.

    Benson’s body was found lying face

down near the controls of his automated

state-of-the-art rabbit feeder at the front

entrance of his new rabbit hutch. Prelimi-

nary reports indicate that Benson died

when the large letter “B” from a sign

above the door came loose and fell on his

head.

    Benson’s body was discovered by his

brother, Bernie Benson, around 6am.

Bernie Benson told police that the feeder

has had problems ever since it was in-

stalled in the building. “When the feeder

is activated, the entire building shakes,”

he stated. “Barney was really irritated

about this, but nobody could figure out

why we were getting the vibrations. I

guess it’s a real mystery.”

    Willa Bildit, owner of Bildit Good

Construction, the general contractor for

the entire project, said that both the

feeder and the sign had been installed

according to manufacturer specifications.

She blamed any problems on Barney

Benson himself who, she emphasized,

kept making changes as the building was

being constructed.

    “If he would have just let us alone to

do our jobs, none of this would have

happened,” Bildit told The Hoppy Times.

“Any kind of change affects everything

else that’s being done. He just wouldn’t

listen when I told him that.”

    The sign’s manufacturer, Siggy’s Sig-

nificant Signs, has supplied signage to

Hoplando area businesses for years and

has never encountered a similar situation.

Owner Siggy Hopper said that special

tools are shipped with each order to en-

sure that the signs are installed correctly.

“It they did it the right way, that sign

would have been tight and totally safe.

I’ll bet they didn’t follow the instruc-

tions,” he speculated.

    A calm Bernie Benson said, “For the

time being, it’ll be business as usual at

the boutique. When ownership officially

passes to me, you might see something

happen. I’ve been a partner in this opera-

tion since last year, you know. Sure my

brother got his way on everything, but

The bunny hutch at Benson’s Big Beautful Bunny Boutique. Owner Barney Benson’s
body was found near the front door this morning. Photo was taken several days ago.

Giant amusement
complex could soon
be Hoplando reality
Southern California - Officials at Dizzy

Studios announced late this morning that

plans to construct the world’s largest en-

tertainment complex are “full speed

ahead.”

    Paul Dizzy, the man who created a

business empire out of his cartoon char-

acter, Rickey Rabbit, has been in the

Hoplando for several months, purchasing

land and making final arrangements for

the project.

    “We had some delays,” he told re-

porters, “but, as of today, we’re confident

we can work things out.”

    The new complex, to be called Dizzy

World, is slated to be built on several

thousand acres of land outside the city.

Continued on back page


